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Contact Singapore is an alliance of the Singapore Economic Development Board and Ministry of Manpower. It aims to attract global talent to work, invest and live in 
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priority has always been to stabilise the economy, save jobs, and map 

thrive and do better in the years ahead. 

how this little red dot has managed to attract investments, create jobs for 
Singaporeans and transformed itself into a world-class city. 

ONE SPIRIT,
     IN SYNERGY

SiNGAPORE CELEBRATED iTs
46TH YEAR OF iNDEPENDENCE 

As A NATiON ON 9 AUGUsT 
2011. THis YEAR�s NATiONAL DAY 

PARADE THEME MAJULAH! THE 
SINGAPORE SPIRIt is A UNiTED 

CALL FOR SiNGAPOREANs TO 
BUiLD A BETTER SiNGAPORE BY 

sCALiNG GREATER HEiGHTs 
AND REALisiNG THEiR FULLEsT 
POTENTiAL, WiTHOUT LOsiNG 

siGHT OF THEiR ROOTs. 

BY
EiLeen NG,

EdiTOR
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talk around town

SINGAPORE FIRST URBAN 
SUSTAINABILITY R&D 
CONGRESS

in Singapore. On the agenda were R&D 

challenges, possible collaboration in �living 

these R&D efforts.

DAIMLER JOINS ELECTRIC 
VEHICLE TEST-BED

charging technologies for Singapore�s roads 
and environment, in line with Singapore�s goal 
of a �Living Laboratory.�

INFINEON TO iNvEsT MILLIONS 
IN SINGAPORE

worldwide.

HARLEY-DAVIDSON OPENS ASIA 
PACIFIC HQ

of�cially opened at its new regional of�ce in 
Singapore. This represents a �new chapter� 
in Harley-Davidson�s history, as the �rst 

operations in Singapore. The move is based 
on the company�s strategic growth plans, with 

markets are key. 

FIRST WHP NETWORKING 
SESSION OF 2011

Contact Singapore and the Singapore 

event took place at the prime locale of 

Research Internships programme 
organised by Contact Singapore. They 
represented a strong presence from 

representatives from Contact Singapore, 

Half were also present. 

The session presented a great 

history. 

Singapore enjoyable, especially for those 
who managed to gain internships prior 
to coming to Singapore. Many of them 

lovely event. It was very nice meeting 

present at the event.�
 

Speedwing Training 

�The networking event was well 
organised and it is a very good way to 
make new friends. I�m really enjoying my 
time in Singapore!�

 

Research

The Work Holiday Programme (WHP) 

Cosmopolitan Singapore offers the candidates www.contactsingapore.sg/students/work/
programmes/work_ holiday_programme/
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talk around town

the research scene in Singapore. 

in career advancement for researchers also provided 

scholarships, post-doctorate positions and research 

by the �Singapore Team,� whose members comprised 

chemistry-related disciplines who indicated strong 
interest in considering Singapore.  

To create greater awareness of the research scene in 

dropped by the Contact Singapore booth and asked 

between Contact Singapore and the National 

India, Chinatown, Marina Barrage, Marina Bay Sands 
and other iconic landmarks of Singapore. 

the city. Singapore was astonishing me every day. The 
city is clean, people are polite and everything here is in 
place. I have to mention that Contact Singapore and 

 

workshop participants

CarEErS@SIngaPOrE:

REsEARCH IN HEIDELBERG, 
GERmANY

EXPERIENCE@SIngaPOrE: 

SUmmER REsEARCH 
INtERNsHIP PROGRAmmE
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talk around town

Contact Singapore participated in 

largest conferences on animation, 
effects, games and interactive media in 

participants of the one-week immersion 
programme were invited to share their 

the event.

networking session hosted by Contact 

in downtown Soho, was the perfect 

present a Work-in-Singapore session. 

Singapore�s accessibility, standard of 

highlighted. 

Contact Singapore participated in India�s 
largest IDM conference and job fair held in 

�

conference and job fair, as well as Work-in-

with other Singapore-based companies like 

� an IDM online magazine 
widely read by professionals in India - also 

awareness of new IDM projects and career 

Each year, the International 

aggressively vying for talent, with 
their government representatives 
taking the lead at the event. 
Contact Singapore made 
Singapore�s presence known when 

majority of whom were working 
professionals.

life in Singapore, as well as career 

Contact Singapore promoted the 

IDM programme, both of which 

Singapore to showcase the 
vibrant IDM sector in Singapore 

developments in Singapore�s
IDM scene.

MUmBAI, INDIA ANNECY, FRANCE
STUTTGART, GERmANY AND 
LONDON, UK

CAREERS@SINGAPORE
INTERACTIVE & DIGITAl MEDIA 

What is the kind of talent you are 
looking for?

high-level talent in to be able to address more 

has started and we are hiring talented artists 

and one-of-a-kind project. 
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EXPERIENCE@SIngaPOrE: 

INDIAN INstItUtEs Of TECHNOLOGY (IIT)

aimed at allowing global talent to 

Singapore, in collaboration with the IIT 

to-eight week internship attachment 

session organised by Contact 

consider looking for a job in Singapore 

networking session also conveyed 
that they agreed the programme 
was a good platform to share the 

and asked for Contact Singapore�s 

I am very glad that I came here for 
my internship. This trip gave me an 

� people, 
food, climate and environment. The 

and all parts of the city are well 

Singapore is one of those few places 

 th

Singapore offers lots of scenic places 

Ubin and Chinese Garden. I visited 

totally impressed with Singapore�s work 

 th

Bombay

�Singapore 
is a lovely place where 

as have state of the art technology 

I spent in Singapore, everyday was 
worth a lifetime memory. The scenery 

places I liked most were Sentosa Island, 

of�ce environment was friendly and 

 th year 

Contact Singapore and IITAAS signed an 

of initiatives to jointly promote Singapore as 

together with Singapore-based employers, will 
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SIngaPOrE – 
THE BIOPOLIs
Of AsIA

Facts and �gures

th

cyclers and more than half of the world�s microarray

dotting the “i”
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dotting the “i”

THE vISIOn
Beginnings of the biomedical 
sciences initiative

was aimed at developing the Biomedical 

of Singapore�s economy, alongside 
Electronics, Engineering and Chemicals. 
The government�s commitment to R&D, 
especially so in the area of biomedical 
sciences, signalled Singapore�s long-term 

manpower, Singapore�s vision to be the 

health on the global healthcare stage.

Led and coordinated by a Steering 
Committee on Life Sciences, it also 

from renowned scientists who formed 
the Biomedical Sciences International 

research initiatives

biomedical investment arm of EDB

medical research fellowships

This integrated approach was part of the 
overall vision for the sector and established 

and strengthened manpower capabilities 
for the road ahead.

ASSEmbLIng tHE 
buILdIng bLOcKS
The �rst decade

development. Divided into two phases, 

the translational and clinical research 
capabilities available here.

medical technology and healthcare 
services.

on strengthening its competency in 
translational and clinical research. This is a 

in the laboratory to be translated into 

and interpretation of information was 

healthcare, hence bridging the bench 
and bedside gap.

he term �polis� refers to a city-
state and its body of citizens 

Singapore�s international research 
and development centre for life 

for biomedical research and 

and promotes collaboration among 

Singapore, this nation�s vision to be 

far-fetched. In a mere decade, this 

provides employment to more 

is within reach. How has biomedical 
sciences become a driver of this 
little red dot�s economy? Synergy 

and biology to discover how 

T

What is biomedical science?
Biomedical sciences is a branch of life sciences 
where practitioners apply their knowledge 

scientists seek innovation in disease treatment 

they often command a greater depth of 
knowledge of biological and clinical science 

genomics, microbiology, pharmacology, 
pathology and virology. The end goal of 
biomedical sciences is to maintain, and 
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dotting the “i”

BuILdIng On 
SuccESS
Biopolis of Asia takes shape

a greater integration across disciplines 
and organisations along the research 

formed, thereby growing the economy 
and improving the healthcare delivery 
here and beyond.

development, the Singapore government 

research, innovation and enterprise, of 

dedicated to BMS R&D. With increased 
R&D investment, Singapore will remain 

the same time, it will attract, anchor and 

services and jobs, with which Singapore�s 

growth can be achieved.

Drug Discovery & Development
Singapore�s established research 

network provide companies with 

capabilities. Not only is the R&D 
decision-making process more 

and development will drive medical 

BMS R&D in Singapore.

researchers

private-sector laboratories. It is also the 

are able to rapidly establish operations 

onto the availability of shared services 

core work.

research

where research data and information 
is generated, shared and analysed 
between clinical and discovery teams. 

platform for researchers and clinician-
scientists to partner in scienti�c problem-
solving, then translate their research into 

This is evident in �ve key disease areas 

have also leaned on Singapore�s 
integrated network to accelerate their 

Companies with R&D bases in 
Singapore include:

Abbott

CellResearch Corp � stem cell 
	 research

GlaxoSmithKline � 	

	 research
Inviragen � vaccine development 

MerLion Pharma
	 research

Novartis

PharmaLogicals � biomarker 
	 discovery, cancer research

Merck Sharp & Dohme � biomarker 
	 discovery, non-invasive imaging

S*BIO
	 oncology

Takeda
	 pharmacology

Pharmaceutical & Biotechnology 
Manufacturing

with its established track record in chemical-

Optimising R&D Capabilities
Singapore�s strong and growing process 
R&D capabilities make it a ready partner for 

desiring to tap state-of-the-art facilities to 

Skilled Talent Base

sectors are accessible by companies. The 
enhancement of manpower capabilities is a 
priority in addressing companies evolving needs 
and the government is committed to working 

train new staff and promote best practices. 

in place, Singapore actively partners leading 

8    JUL/AUG 2011


